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OLLA PODRIDA
E.S. states that he was a paraxltolonlst or surgeon.

P.O. tells us that in 1tself ambition 1s not a fowl thing.
* * -

Should a gentleman remove both Gloves before shaking hands with
a lady? is the question posed by M.T.

* #
While Jenner was a doctor, he had many people coming to him with
qmall -pox from which they had dled says ]H

Pharaoh dreamed that certam cars of corn came up on a stork,
writes R.M. —_—
THE HUNTER

Everything was peaceful except for the lark singing on the top of
a hawthorn hedge. The long grass waved slowly in the cool breeze of the
summer cvening. The trickle of water in the ditch seemed to bahble
over the stones to the tune of the lark’s song.

Suddenly the grass parted and from the darkest patch of shadow
appeared a slim, dark shape which slunk to the water’s edge. The lark’s
song ceased. The stoat turned his head this way and that way, scenting
the air furtively. Then the head bowed to the water and took a long
drink; then it lifted, scented the air again, and took another drink. The
animal then turned and slunk away, its dark coat merging into the
shadows as it passed through the long grass. The lark began to sing
again, and the tension in the atmosphere was relieved as the hunter

disappeared into the darkest shadows.
A. R. JONES (V.g).

PETER

Peter, he's a funny pup.
Pedigree? Well, give it up.
Tony said he’s part retriever,
I maintain he’s all deceiver.

Once this melancholy cur
Thought he heard a pussy purr.
In the dark this bloodhound keen
Chaged a car to Aberdeen.

Now he’s claiming Scotch descent,
But, to my astonishment,
I saw Peter’s whiskers bristle
‘When he sat down on a thistle.
B. R. NIXON (IV.a).
EXAMS

Our school exams come twice a year,
‘When all revise with utmost care,

And hope that when reports appear
They’ll show that we have nought to fear.

There's Chemistry first, with Geography next,
But Maths is a subject which gets me vexed;
Its theorems and formula I Just can’'t master,
And I always seem to end in disaster.

But then comes the day to take home the hook,
And parents give it an anguished look.
Then they mutter with patience sublime:
‘“ Ah, well,; dear, better luck next time.”
PAT LATHAM (II1.4).
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CONYERSAZIONE ,

On arrival at the Midland Institute, despite repeated enquiries about
the refreshment room, we were ushered into the “ Large Theatre,” where
a *“ Cavalcade of Fashion ” was shown. Ladies’ dresses of the past century
were shown, and a rather unexpected piece of entertainment was the
noisy disintegration of the spotlight bulb, leaving the later models to
grope about in semi-darkness.

As the refreshment room was not immediately visible, our group
congregated round a caramel wrapping machine, only to encounter severe
competition from other groups intent on the same purpose. The machine
worked well, however, and somehow all werc eventually satisfied.

Replete with caramels, our group broke up and began to inspect
the less profitable but none-the-less interesting exhibits. A ““ noughts and
crosses machine ”” proved completely invincible, but we “had our own

back ” on Slinky, a spring which walks down steps. If carefully placed -

the unfortunate spring completely missed the next step, and, completely
baffled, shot down the next steps at lightning speed and finally came
to rest, beaten, on the floor. About this time the Iure of the refresh-
ment room overcame interest in the exhibits.

Some time later, when we were again wandering round in the region
of the caramel machine, the natural history exhibits were discovered.
These proved most interesting, and two very helpful gentlemen explained
numerous points about the stuffed birds and insects on show.

Other notable exhibits were a demonstration of fly-tying and a
reaction-testing car, in which the person to be tested sat facing a screen,
showing a busy road junction. At intervals.something, or somebody,
appeared on the screen, and the time {rom the appearance until the
driver reacted was measured automatically.

There seemed to be many more things to see when it was discovered
that it was time to leave. Miraculously, everyone turned up on time,
and we departed for the ’bus-stop, where several slot machines were
discovered. Here at least sevenpence was lost owing to the difficulty of
extracting anything. At last, when more losses seemed imminent, the
’but arrived, and we Immediately shrank as much as possible in order
to pay half-fare.

It seemed that the ride would be uneventful when three bibulous
and bellicose gentlemen arrived, and an exhilarating encounter ensued.
This was terminated by the departure of the trio, who were breathing
hostile mutterings intc their moustaches.

I am sure that many of us, that night, drecamt of a jumbled mixture
of ’buses, birds, cars, stairs, and, of course, caramels.

D. SALE (V.a).

DOWN THE HILL
One of my most exciting times was the day I rode the Mount. The
Mount is a steep hill near Saltdean. One day my friend and 1 were
coming home from school. It was a beautiful day, and we were at the
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top of the Mount, from which you could see for miles. Imagining people
watching, we started to pedal fast; it was a winding road, and we should
not have been up there at all.

At first my friend took the lead and I followed. We narrowly
missed killing ourselves by both going different sides of the road. As we
neared the bottom we became a bit scared of the rate at which we were
going. We became worried because at the bottom of the hill there were
some flooded fields. When we reached the bottom, I plunged into the
flooded ground and got soaked. My pal, being more adept than I, rode
through a gate into a field, where his bicycle struck a stone and turned
towards a large haystack. The front wheel hit it, and he was thrown
over the handlebars. We went home at a very dignified pace, alarmed
by our narrow escapes.

o P. RUSSELL (II.B).

EXIT ON WHEELS

Thlo interesting and rather amusing incident happened to my uncle
some years ago. When he was a young man in his teens he used to pay
a weekly visit to the roller-skating rink. On this particular evening it was
rather warm and the management had opened the emergency exit. This
opened at the top of about half a dozen steps which led down to the
pavement outside.

At this time my uncle was at the beginning of his skating career,
and was not exactly an expert. Holding carefully on to the rails, he
wended his way round the outer edge of the rink. Suddenly a crowd
of .skaters came up swiftly behind him and pushed him in front of them
down the length of the rink. As they turned at the bottom they left
him, and he carried straight on, through the exit, down the steps, and
out on to the road.

His hardest job was to convince the cashier at the pay desk that he
was not trying to get in for nothing but had really paid and had come
out through the exit..

JOHN COLLIER (ILs).

MOTHER'S HAT

When my father ran a youth club down in the South of England
he once organised a jumble sale. Among other things which my mother
sent was a little hat, which, although past its best, was still quite a model.

On the day of the sale my mother was talking to my father at
his office by the Youth Hut, when one of the helpers asked her if she
would like to buy a hat. On being shown the hat, she discovered, much
to" her horror, that it was her own hat, marked at threepence. She
naturally did not buy it.

It was adding insult to injury when, at the end of the sale, all of the
articles which had not been sold were counted out, and it was found

that the hat had not been purchased, even at threepence.
: ELIZABETH COVENEY (Ia).
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K DAY IN THE SNOW

I was very excited when I woke up on Saturday morning to find
snow had fallen during the night and was very deep and icy. After
breakfast I called for my friend, and then we had a snowball fight—and
what a fight it was! Our hands, which were cold when we started, were
soon tingling and we soon felt as warm as toast.

Another friend joined us and suggested we went up the hill with
our sledges. I was thrilled to drag mine out of the shed, where it had
been idle for so many months. At last our chance had come. We took
it in turns to ride down the hill. Near the bottom there was a ridge
curving in our tracks, so the sledge had to swerve to avoid the ruts. This
caused the riders to roll off into the snow, accompanied by loud laughter.

In the afternoon we remembered a pond in the corner of a field,
and we raced off across the snow to see if it was frozen. Very cautiously
we tested the ice and found that it would bear us. We had soon made
a fine slide, and we spent the afternoon “ keeping the pot boiling.”

When a thaw set in the ice began to crack, and with our boots full
of water we reluctantly went home.

P. J. LOVELL (1La).

SIXTH FORM NOTES :

This year’s Sixth is one of the largest that the School has had for a
number of years, and, according to some, the noisiest.  Accordingly, the
amount of work of the staff has mcreased. Of the twenty-seven members,
all but three are prefects. The new head girl is Pat Palmer, who is
evidently maintaining a family tradition. During the Autumn Term,
Peace, having taken numercus examinations and days off, departed from
our midst, and the new head boy appointed in his place is Davis.

On the sporting side, the Sixth appears quite talented. For a mid-
week match, it is surprising how small the classes become. The following
boys have played a large part in the success which has come the way
- of our football XI this term : Peace, Bates, Bailey, Bolt, Baylis, Cleeton,
Careless and Miller.

The following girls from the Sixth have appeared in the girls’ hockey
XI: S. Winspear, B. O’Nions, A. Swinglehurst, A. Lidgey, R. Highman,
B. Pope, J. Rawbone and E. Manning. Pamela O’Nions and Ann
Swinglehurst were picked to play in hockey trials at Birmingham on
November 6th, where they were fairly successful, but, from what we
gather, would have been better equipped with swimming suits to play
m, owing to the weather.

It may be noticed that the small groups scattered around the form-
room are usually divisible by two. It appears that some members of
the Sixth prefer to remain at School during the dinner-hour rather than
“aller chez lui”" Life in general appears to have settled down to the
cave-man style in reverse, as witnessed by a master on one occasion.
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Our social activities have been very varied. On the educational side
there have been talks by Miss Hazeley, a teacher visiting us from Sierra
Leone; and Squadron Leader Pearce, who gave some of the boys a film-
show of life in the R.A.F. With members of other Forms, some of our
members visited the Arts and Crafts Exhibition held in the Town Hall,
Alcester, and those of us who do not play in the School teams went
to see the French plays at Birmingham University on February 16th.

A trip was also arranged to the Midland Institute, Birmingham,
to see films on the Everest Expedition, and from what we understand
a rather hilarious time was had by all—one of our members arriving home
at 2.15am.!

Before breaking up for the Christmas holiday, some members of the
Sixth attended various parties, and it appears that many had a very
cnjoyable time. On December 29th the Sixth held their annual party in
the dining-hall, and we hope that everyone who attended had an amusing
time, although we know for certain that some people were rather needled.
(Anyone not understanding this remark report to the Sixth Form, unless
you are in the Gountry Dance Society !).

The talented actors in the Form took part in the School play in
February, but most of the praise for the play’s success must go to people
cutside the Sixth Form.

Lately, several second-year Sixth-Formers have appeared with
wrinkled brows, due mainly to awaiting interviews at various Universities
and Colleges. Now, however, a dark cloud is looming on the horizon—
examinations. All members of the Form are now going into hibernation
with piles of books. We wish ““the best of luck ™ to everyone else in
the School who has to go through the forthcoming ordeal.

P. DAVIS and G. KEYTE.

Y.a FORM NOTES

This being our examination year, a silent air of deep concentration
has hung over most of the lessons like a wet blanket, broken only by a
guttural inquiry and a sibilantly-whispered answer.

Although “ work ” has been the key word this year, some members

have found time for foolish japes, and “ Stony Bloke” met his usual
fate at Christmas by being tastefully garbed in a girl’s scarf, blazer and
beret, and having a hockey-stick propped up against his side.
. So far this year, several members of our School went on an excur-
sion, led by Mr. Petherbridge, to a talk given by Brigadier Hunt on
“ The Conquest of Everest,” and others attendad films cn mountaineering
This might give one the impression that this school is an Alpine academy,
but nothing could be further from the truth. A small party, whom
fortune favoured, were allowed to visit the conversazione at Birmingham
University with Mr. Thornton.
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Several members of our Form had a part in the School play “ The
Happiest Days Of Your Life.” Lewis was Mr. Pond, Birch was Mr.
Souter, Merris played the ecclesiastical part of the Reverend Peck,
Jennifer Burden was Mrs. Peck, Muriel Lowe had an easy time as
prompter, and Sylvia Bint had a somewhat dubious réle as a helper of
some sort behind the scenes, but no one seems quite sure what she did !

In the sporting field the Form has been represented in the School
football team by Pinfield and Lewis; Lewis has also played for the
under fifteens, being one of those characters who seem to get old more
slowly than others. Among our female members, Ann Holt and Pat
Fowler have both represented the School at hockey in the second XI.

N. PINFIELD and M. FINNEMORE.

PRIZE LIST, 1953-54

In addition to the Oxford General Certificate of Education to the
successful candidates recorded in last term’s magazine, the following
presentations were made on Speech Day :—

Heap Bovy’s Prize—Peace.

Heap GIrRL’S PrRizE—Ann Palmer.

Form Prizes—Form VI (Upper) : Paxton, Goward, Bolt i; (Lower) :
Davis, Cleeton; Form V.a: Beryl Pope, Ann Swinglehurst, Lancaster i;
Form V.B: Ann Yeomans; Form IV.A: Ann Freeman, Sylvia Bint;
Form IV.B: Joyce Dixon, Barbara Whitehouse; Form III.a: Gwyneth
Richards, Jill Burford; Form III.s: Dyke ii; Form IL.a: Bailey ii,
Jennifer Weaver, Downie; Form II.8 : Norma Hemming, Janet Dugmore;
Form I.a: Eileen Such, Enid Jenkins, Gillian Clews; Form I.B: Marie
Price, Ann Lloyd, Josephine Parton.

Procress Prizes—Treadgold, Boswell, Helen Pardoe.

SpeNcer Cup (for best result in G.C.E.)—Paxton.

Mason Cup (for best pupil in Middle School)—Gwyneth Richards.

Scour Cup—Wolf Patrol (Patrol Leader, Merris).

OXFORD EXAMINATIONS FOR GENERAL CERTIFICATE
OF EDUCATION
The following pupils, sitting at the Coventry centre, were awarded
certificates on the results of the examinations in December :—
VIth FORM
All ordinary level.
P. F. Husband, Biology, J. E. Rawbone, French;
A. W. Thornton, Geography.

BARNARDO HELPERS' LEAGUE

The year 1954 was a record one for A.G.S. branch of the League,
and I have received warm expressions of appreciation of its work from
Miss Simpson, the secretary at headquarters. With a membership now
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standing at over a hundred, our branch sent a total sum of £62 8s. 4d.,
which was really splendid. Of that amount £16 13s. 3d. was collected
as a result of the Christmas Tree Appeal.

I should like to add my own words of thanks to all the members
of the branch, and to express appreciation of the promptness with which
they (at least most of them!) bring in their boxes for the annual collection
in November. I am always very pleased to receive boxes from Old
Scholars. Also I am most grateful to those non-members who help by
collecting for the special Christmas Tree Fund.

As a result of a film show and talk given by Miss Phillips to boys
and girls of the first year, fourtcen new members were enrolled. This
year short service badges were awarded to: Ann Pinfield, Jean Baylis,
Ann Grosvenor, June Webb, Janet Bullock, Eileen Craddock (O.S.) and
Anthony Ross, and Rosemary Sharpe 1s specxally to be congratulated
on qualifying for a Founder’s Award.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

We have had one lantern lecture so far this term on “ Colour Screen
Photography,” which we found very interesting. Other lectures and
demonstrations are to follow.

We have also made good use this term of our club enlarger, from
which we have had some reasonably good results. ‘Several of our members
have had encouraging results in their experiments in toning.

During this term we are having a contest among our members for
the best picture of the new pavxhon which may be published in the
School Magazine.

P. F. DAVIS.

THE COUNTRY DAENCE SOCIETY
Sccretary: S. Winspear. Treasurer : A. Lidgcey.
Committec : B. Pope, R. Highman, P. Husband.

The highlights of the last term were the two Christmas parties.
The Junior one, although it was overcrowded and rather noisy, was
enjoyed by all who attended.

At the’ Senior party the sword dance, “Flamborough,” was
demonstrated quite successfully and three folk-songs went with a swing.
“The Keeper” was sung in two parts, the 2nd and 3rd Formers sang
“ A-roving,” and “ Billy Boy ” was sung by A. Lidgey. Everybody joined
in the singing after a bit of persuasion.

Members’ subscriptions have been used to buy several new records,
including one of another sword dance, which the Seniors have started
to learn under the instruction of Miss Hewitt. We have also learnt
scveral new set dances.

R. M. HIGHMAN.
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A.G.S. PLATOON, 7/11th BATTALION,
ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT, A.C.F.

This term, training for Parts I. and II. of the Certificate A examina-
tion has continued.

In the recent Certificate A Part II. examination, out of twenty-
eight candidates from various parts of the county only three were suc-
cessful, and we are pleased to record that these three successful candidates
were all from A.G.S. platoon. Congratulations to Sergt. Miller, Sergt.
Davis and Corporal Oseland.

Further successes were the passing of Part I. by Cadets Bennett,
Broadley, Stowe and Jones.

Corporal Oseland, Sergt. Davis and Sergt. Miller are now insiructors.
Corporal Oseland is now training the juniors in Fieldcraft, and Sergt.
Miller is instructing them in Map Reading, while Sergt. Davis continues
to train the senior squad on the Bren L.M.G.

We have one promotion to report, and it is that Lance-Corporal
Oseland is now a Corporal.

SCOUTS

This term we have progressed steadily with the various Scouting
tests. On Friday, November 26ih, the following Scouts were invested
into the world wide Brotherhood of Scouting by Mr. Winter : Hopkins,
Lancaster, Meddins and Morrall. ’

During Troop meetings we have had various competitions. Our
knowledge of semaphore has been greatly increased by use in these com-
petitions. While the snow has been on the ground we have been able
to study various tracks made by animals and birds. The Scout Cup this
vear has been won by the Wolf Patrol.

Patrol Leaders AL EDMONDS and B. MERRIS.

FOOTBALL

This term, owing to the adverse weather conditions, three of our
matches have been postponed, but new dates were found for two of
them, one of which has already been played. The first team has played
two matches this term, bo'h of which they drew, and the under-fifteen
team has also played two matches, both of which were won by convincing
margins. Bo:h teams have quite a few matches arranged for later in the
term and we hope that the weather will be kind to us and allow us to
play them all. The following boys, other than those mentioned last term,
have played for our two teams—1st X1I., Lewis; under-15 XI., Ghambers
Dyke (ii).

’ RESULTS
A.G.S. 1st XTI, v Birmingham University Geog. Dept. (home), drawn, 3—3.
Chipping Campden G.S. (away), drawn, 1—1.

A.G.S. Under 15 xI. v Bidford Secondary Modern School (away), won, 9—1.
v. Alcester C. of E. 1st XI. (home), won, 112,
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HOCKEY

Captain: S. Winspear. Vice-captain: A. Lidgey.
Secretary: A. Swinglehurst.
This term practices have been held only in the dinner hours, because
the evenings have been too dark, but it is hoped to. hold after-school
practices soon.

Both teams have been very successful, the first eleven not having
lost a match, and both elevens were pleased to record good victories over
Worcester and Evesham, even though not at full strength.

During the recent heavy snowfall a very scratch “A” team defeated
Ragley Ladies, and the first eleven at Chipping Campden fought a
hazardous game in a blizzard.

The 1st XI. has been represented by : M. Scott; A. Lidgey, B. Pope;
A. Davis, S. Winspear, J. Dixon; R. Highman, A. Swinglehurst, ]J.
Rawbone, P. O’Nions, J. Bullock; E. Manning, A. Bluck.

The 2nd XI. has been represented by: F. Jackson, E. Manning,
A. Grosvenor, A. Holt, M. Norden, J. Holt, P. Fowler, C. Down, J.
Burford, A. Bluck, S. Hunt, J. Dugmore, A. Bird.

RESULTS

Redditch C.H.S. (home), drawn, 4—4.
Worcester G.S. (away), won, 2—0.

. Bvesham P.H.G.S. (home), won, 4—1.
Chipping Campden G.S. (away), drawn, 3—3.
Ragley Ladies (away), won, 4—1.

Redditch C.H.S. (home), lost, 2—&.

.. Worcester G.S. (away), won, 3—2,

. Evesham P.H.G.S. (home), won, 4—1.

A.G.B. 1st XI.

A.G.S. A" XI.
A.G.S 2nd XI.

"

sgeesses

v

S.W.

NETBALL

We have not yet had any matches this term, owing to adverse weather
conditions, but we are looking forward to the fixtures against Leamington
and Studley College ldter this term.

J. R.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESULTS

The matches recorded below were played too late in the term to be
included in the December magazine.

FOOTBALL

A.G.S. 1st XI. v. King's Norton G.S. 2nd XI. (away), lost, 2—3.
A.G.S. Under-15 XI. v. King's Norton G.S. Under-15 XI, (away), lost, 1—4,
HOCKEY

A.G.S. 1st XI. w». Kingsley School, Leamington (home), won, 5—2.
" v. Hugh Clopton S.M.S. 1st XI. (home), won, 4—1.
A.G.S. 2nd XI. v. Hugh Clopton S.M.S. 2nd XI. (home), won, 5—2.

NETBALL

A.G.S. 1st VII. v, Hugh Clopton S.M.S. 1st VII. (home), lost, 8—10.
A.G.S. 2nd VII. v. Hugh Clopton S.M.S. 2nd VII. (home), lost, 0—15,



