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NUTS!
(4 True Story)

Whilst we sat watching the television during the Christmas holidays,
a large basket of nuts was passed round, and when all had taken
their fill, it was placed on the hearth.

One evening, as the basket stood there, our dog “Trix” found her
way through the jumble of legs and chairs to it, and glancing right
and left, she proceeded to sort about in the basket, and eventually she
brought out the smallest possible nut, the cobnut. Then she disappeared.

At first, I was the only one who noticed her, but after a while
Mummy noticed that the cobnuts were gradually decreasing in number.
So we all waited. Sure enough, Trix came back, picked out a cobnut
and took it away with her. We pulled the chair aside, and there
sat Madame herself, cracking the nut and looking extremely pleased.
“Good heavens!” exclaimed Mum, and “Look !” said I. For there, in a
neat pile by the edge of the chair, was a heap of empty nut shells!

“That dog’s clever,” murmured Dad, and we all aoreed.

P. DOWNING (IIIs).

BED

Every morning I awake.
And close my eyes to sleep.
Why get up and spoil my dreams?
Down the bed I creep.

“Time to get up,” my gister calls,
Tipping water on my head.

I snuggle even further down.
Oh, how I love my bed!

I come home from a day at school;
There's lots of things to do.

I want to sit all night and play,
And go to bed at two.

*‘Bedtime.’”” Oh, that hateful word!
And the order I always dread:
“Pnt away vour thines and go."”
Oh, how I hate my bed!
ELIZABETH GARDNER (Ia).

BATTLE

The battle was over, The shields of the fallen

The sword was no more, I.av there on the e~vound,
The dead were all gcattered Tre flelq was deserted,

At Boscavy Tor. The birds made no sound.
The erass and the mnd But the battle was fought

Were covered in red Ten years nast or more.
F~r there wag the hlaod AnA the bhirds hreak the silence
Of the wounded and dead. At Roseavv Ter,

MARILYN HAYDON (IIIa).
MY HOBBY

My hobby is studving animals.

T.earning about fish and birds and mammals,
From the tall =iraffe to the tiny shrew,
Lions, tigers and leopards, too.

Rie, big apes and little monkeys,
Zebras, asses. horses. donkeys.
Trout and vpike that swim in the shallows,
Martins, cuckoos and swift-flying swallows.
M. BARLEY (Is).
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WATCH ME NOD

One day, returning from town on the *bus, I overheard a conversa-
tion between the conductor and a lady passenger. He was telling her of an
experience he had, when he first became a conductor. This was his.
story :—

“It was my first journey on the .Cheltenham route, and when I got
on the ’bus, I saw a large bundle of newspapers in the corner of the.
luggage compartment. Not knowing what to do with them, I asked the
driver.

“‘Oh, he said, ‘you throw those out on the way.’

““But where?’ I asked.

“‘Keep your eyes on me, he said, ‘and when I nod my head throw
a bundle out’

“We started off on the journey, and at various places out went a
bundle of papers. About half way to Cheltenham the ’bus stopped and
the driver came round to the door.

“‘Now, about those papers,” he said.

““What papers?’ I asked, ‘They have all gone.’

“The driver said : ‘I thought I told you I would nod my head.’

“‘Well, I said, ‘you have been nodding it all the way.””

By this time we had come to my destination, so I got off the ’bus
chuckling to myself, and, at the same time, wondering what happened
when he got back to the ’bus station. .

CHRISTINE JARRETT (IIs).

THE RIVER

It is a bright sunny morning and quite warm for February here
by the River Arrow. The Arrow is a quiet meandering stream shaded
in summer by the leafy branches of the overhanging alder and willow
trees. Now the oaks, alders and- willows are. léafless in their winter
slumber, but they will soon break forth into their summer splendour.

The air is still, only the river-side birds and the water slowly swirling
around the bays breaking the peaceful silence. Down here on a small
pebbly beach are shells of molluscs of all shapes and sizes which were
washed up by the previous floods. Birds drink on the river edge, hopping
to and fro, making many footprints in the soft silt also washed up by
the floods.

When the warmer weather comes the fish will become more active
and fishermen will be seen regaining their skill at catching roach and
bream. The river banks and the surrounding fields will become more
populated; the water rats will come from their winter nests and go for
swims in the cool ‘water sparkling in the sunlight; birds will become
more noticeable, the kingfisher, the reed warbler and the tit family, and
build their nests in the banks and reeds.- Oh! for the beauty of the
summer countryside.

“A. HOPKINS (VB).
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GOING TO THE CINEMA

When we were very young, to go to the cinema was a great treat.
We would sit enthralled as Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck quarrelled,
fought, and eventually returned victorious from conquest. We would
sit and laugh at the cartoons, and at the way the small figures rushed
across the screen.

As we grew, we would enjoy cowboy films, and films about “Tar-
zan.” Roy Rogers was a great favourite, and girls simply adored his
pretty wife, Dale Evans.

At the age of about eleven, we began to appreciate the way the films
were shot, and the beauty of the scenery. Musicals were more in our
line, and cowboys were very much in the background. Animal lovers
sat engrossed in Walt Disney’s “True-Life™ films.

Between the ages of thirteen and fifteen, we just went when we felt
like it, not caring if the film was good or bad.

At about sixteen, crime films were a favourite, and as we grew
towards twenty we took an interest in romances.

Now, however, young and old alike enjoy watching Elvis Presley,
Tommy Steele and Bill Haley. Rock ’n’ roll is the theme of many films,
and even if we cannot rock 'n’ roll in the cinema, we can certainly tap
our feet, regardless of the manager’s plea to “Keep quiet.” Though
many of us are not really interested in films, few of us disregard the
request “Let’s go to the pictures.”

DIANA SMITH (IIIa).

BOB-A-JOBBING

Aching backs and aching feet,

Tramping through snow and rain and sleet,
Cleaning shoes and polishing brasses,
Scrubbing floors and washing glasses.

Harder and harder we rub and scrub,
Splashing the washing around in the tub.
And if the day is dry and fine

We peg the washing out on the line.

All day long we polish and shine,

And peg out washing on the line,

Then when our work at last is done,
We're very tired., but we've had some fun.

CELIA EDWARDS (Ia).

TELEVISION

The television is very good fun,

But it stops me getting my homework done.
On Sunday there is “Bid for Fame,"”

In which young artists make their name.

On Monday there is ‘‘Panorama,”’

On Tuesday there's a show with ‘“Yana.”"
‘Wednesday brings the usual ‘‘Sportsview,'
Thursday ‘““About the Home" comes due.

On Friday night the shows are fine,

From six o’clock till half-past nine,

With “David Grief" and ‘‘The Army Game,”
And ‘‘Take Your Pick” which has reached great fame.
On Saturday there's the old ‘‘Six-Five,”’
‘Where the teenagers love to jive.

At twelve o'clock it's time to close,

And thus each week the programme goes.

DAPHNE HALL (IVs).
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AN EMBARRASSING SITUATION

I have a friend named James. Although he is a well-behaved boy,
his appzarance and his clothes are shocking. I can remember when at
one time he used to wear an old pair of patched trousers with a pair of
-shabby braces holding them up.

One day James was walking down the street when all of a sudden,
-while looking the other way, he bumped into a lamp standard. This
-made James very dizzy and bewildered, and he carried on, wobbling all
over the pavement. There were some road works at the end of the street,
and James stopped to talk to the workmen. As he looked a bit pale,
they offered him a cup of cold tea. When James had finished his tea,
‘he started to get up, but he found that he was stuck to the road. He
looked about him and found he was sitting in a patch of tar. He heaved
and he pulled, but he could not get up. Then all at once there came a
loud r-i-i-i-i-i-p, and James had torn the seat out of his trousers. By
this time quite a crowd had gathered round, and James felt very
embarrassed. When the people moved off, he grabbed hold of a news-
paper, wrapped it round himself and started off home. As a punishment,
his mother made him sew a new seat in his trousers.

R. FOSTER (IIs).
SCHOOL

The old scholars wish they were back,
While I wish I'd never come.

They say that they never were slack,
While we go to school looking glum.

Masters try to drum into my head
That, two and two do not make three,
Oh, why should it make four instead?
It makes it much harder for me. M. BRAND (IIIB).

SIXTH FORM NCTES

This term has seen a somewhat subdued Sixth, strangely enough.
Several reasons have contributed to this change.

One of the prominent male artists has departed from our midst.
In addition, owing to the childish instincts -of some of the Sixth Form
members, the Sixth Form-room can no longer be used as a communal
centre, much to the momentary horror of all concerned.

But other places of recreation have been discovered. Here we find,
however, that the characteristics of the male and female members have
changed much. Once a united band, they are now two separate parties.
The girls huddle in groups and talk—mainly about the previous night’s
dance. Typical pieces of conversation are “I did not get home until
three a.m., and only had three hours’ sleep” or “I had four Baby Poms
last night.” The boys, on the other hand, are nearly all separate
individuals now. The studious ones do school work during the breaks,
and discuss. the merits of West Bromwich Albion, while certain others
engage in conversation with younger ones of the “fairer sex.”

There is, however, one exception to this rule, who becomes very
“narked” on hearing typical Scottish colloquialisms and threatens to
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“wap” offenders uttering “Och.” His threats are often carried out, and
offenders learn from experience that he is not to be meddled with.

~  Just to show that the Sixth Form scientists had not lost their sense
of humour, two of them were heard to remark simultaneously: “A
‘radish” on hearing the question “What is a repeating root?”’ Very
good !
Those of our members mentioned in last term’s Record as being
particularly proficient at games have continued their activities, but with-
-out undue success.

At the beginning of this term, a party of Sixth Form scientists and
“Interested’ artists attended, under the supervision of Mr. Packham, the
annual Conversazione held at the Birmingham and Midland Institute.
-Many interesting models and objects were seen, in some of whom the
-boys showed great interest.

' The Sixth Form party was held at Arrow during the Christmas holi-

days, and some of the past Sixth Form members were invited. Speech
Day and February 14th were other days of note for Sixth Form members,
and it was noted, especially on the second occasion, that some members
lost their reputed composure.

‘Duties have been performed as industriously as ever, but much to
the regret of the Sixth the famous wireless now seems to “have had its
day,” and no-one has shown initiative in repairing it.

- Work still goes on as before, but now with a certain expectancy.
The Lower Sixth find that they know practically nothing of their book-
.work, with there looming ahead in the none-too-distant future examina-
tions which they have been told to take in their stride. The Upper
Sixth, however, calm and collected as ever, continue to cram as much
knowledge as possible into their brains, with a pass in Advanced level

subjects as their ultimate goal at school.
ALISON JONES and M. BAILEY.

A YISIT TO THE CONYERSAZIONE

On the 14th January a party of sixth formers visited a Conversa-
zione, organised by the Midland Institute, Birmingham.

There were a great variety of interesting, amusing and mysterious
‘exhibits, ranging from a paramagnetic permeammeter to a display of
‘match-box labels. :
~ On entering one:room we were greeted by disgusted “Ughs” from
a group of girls. gathered round an evil-looking machine, through which
artificial ‘blood was running. It was a heart-lung machine, the object
of which-was to by-pass the heart and lungs so that the heart can be
stopped and opened. A realistic-looking body was lying on a table
covered by a cloth. A section of the body was cut away, showing tubes
leading frorm the regions of the heart. x

Less gruesome was the bon-bon sweet wrapping machine which
supplied free samples to eager spectators. One member of the party,
who displayed” ‘an’ unusual interest “in " the -machine, had -his finger
wrapped up like a"bon-bon, much to his delight. '
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While the boys admired and discussed the F.A. Cup, the girls
watched a demonstration of lace-making. This ancient craft, originated
in Italy, spread through other European countries and was introduced
into England by the Flemish who sought refuge in this country at the
time of the religious persecutions on the Continent in the sixteenth
century.

In another section there was an exhibition of paintings, photographs
and models, illustrating the progress made in astronautics, with a glimpse
into the future of space travel and the new worlds which lie ahead.
One member of the form was so inspired by the idea of being the first
to reach the moon that he decided he no longer wanted to be Prime
Minister, but would join the Interplanetary Society instead.

After having some refreshments we made our way to the cinema.
One wall of the cinema was a huge sack in three sections, the screen
being hung on the middle section. Each section of the sack was loosely
tacked together, and much amusement was caused by the appearance
of faces either side of the screen, belonging to people who evidently did
not realise they were peering into a cinema. We saw a film called “Fiddle-
de-dee,” which was the visual interpretation of a folk-dance played on a
scratchy fiddle. It consisted of many-coloured blotches and stripes. We
also saw a slow-motion film of a drop of milk falling into a cup of coffee.
As this was a silent film, accompanied by sub-titles, certain members
of the audience decided to improve it by introducing sound-effects, rep-
resenting the noise made the drop as it hit the coffee.

We would like to thank Mr. Thornton for arranging the outing,
and Mr. Packham for accompanying us. It proved to be a most enjoy-
able evening. M. NORDEN and J. BURFORD.

BARNARDO HELPERS' LEAGUE

For me, this year has been the tenth anniversary as secretary of this
branch, and I should like to take the opportunity of looking back at the
progress made during that time.

In 1948, the collection amounted to £13 6s. 7d. Since then, each
year’s figure has been an improvement on that of the previous year, until
last year the total amount collected was £86 16s. 8d. These figures
speak for themselves and reflect great credit on all the members and other
contributors. Moreover, they encourage me to hope that it will not be
too long before our annual target is £100, and I am sure we shall reach
it. With rising costs, Dr. Barnardo’s Homes are faced with the need
for an ever-increasing income, merely to maintain their work, apart from
expanding it, and I am glad that we have been able to show a steady
rise in our gifts.

For several years now, the membership has been well over a hundred,
having grown from 44 in 1948. I am very anxious that the number
should not fall, and although many Old Scholers continue their member-
ship (and I am very grateful to them), it is necessary to recruit new
members each year. I shall be very glad to enrol anyone at any time.

A large number of awards was made this year, including several to
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Old Scholars. Of the members still at school, Valerie Ross and Janet
Bullock received knives, and the following all earned Short Service
Badges : Christine Baylis, Patricia Palmer, Jennifer Jones, R. Canning,
M. Wheeler, Phyllis Batsford, Margaret Read, Janet Wilshaw, D. Beale,
Judith James, J. Curnock, Marie Price, Anne Ashton, Jean Pirie, Juliette
Fitzmaurice, Diane Gould, M. Andrews, Elizabeth Coveney, D. Bowie,
Sylvia Langston, Wendy Wright, C. Spalding.
My thanks go to all who have made 1957 a record year.

PRIZE LIST, 1956-87

At the annual Speech Day in February, certificates gained by candi-
dates in last summer’s G.C.E. examinations were presented. In addition
presentations of the following prizes and other awards were made :—

Head Boy’s Prize : Finnemore.

Head Girl’s Prize: Ann Freeman.

Form Prizes—Form VI (Upper): Sale, Finnemore, Treadgold;
Form VI (Lower): Janet Bullock, Rouse, Jill Burford; Form Va: Downie,
Bailey, Dale, Pat Latham; Form I1”a: Eileen Such, Anne Ashton, Gillian
Clews, Lancaster; Form IVb: Ann Heyes, Maureen Green, Pamela
Good; Form Illa: Elizabeth Coveney, Jean Pirie, Canning; Form I1Ib:
Bennett ii, Bennett iii; Form Ila: Irene Goward, Helen Jackson; Form
IIb: Nita Crook, Christine Draper, Jane Eborall; Form Ia: Patricia
Sherlock, Simmons, Bradley; Form Ib: Rosina Biddle, Ann Taft, Doreen
Ward.

Progress Prizes : Day, Curnock, Jennifer Mason, Kathleen Hartwell,
Lorna Smith.

Spencer Cup (for the best result in G.C.E.) : Sale.

Mason Cup (for the best pupil in Middle School): Elizabeth
Coveney.

Scout Cup : Panther Patrol (Patrol Leader, Hopkins).

CXFORD EXAMINATIONS FOR
GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
In the autumn examinations the following candidates obtained passes
at ordinary level ;— ‘
Form YI
D. P. H. Cotter, English Language and French; J. Holt, Mathe-
matics; S. M. Wiles, Geography.
Form Va
D. Ash, D. W. Beale, D. A. Lancaster, J. A. Sheppard, S. A.
Langston, A. G. Lloyd, R. A. Patterson, M. Price, J. Rose, E. P. Such,
English Language and Mathematics; J. S. Harris, E. A. Ashton, J. S. M.
Barnsdale, P. A. Batsford, J. M. Biddle, G. Clews, D. F. Dibble, V.
Dobson, S. A. Dyson, P. A. Good, M. A. Green, M. M. Hemming, H.
A. Heyes, B. E. Jones, E. C. Moore, J. M. Parton, M. P. Rogers, E.
Smith, R. J. Taylor, C. M. Vondrak, English Language.
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THE COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY

Secretary : W. Wright. Treasurer : V. Dobson.
Committee :
J. Parton, W. Yates, J. Pirie, C. Smith, J. Duxbury.

This term has been spent learning many new “set” dances which
were put aside last term for the easier community dances which were
danced at the parties. Both junior and senior parties were successful
and went off with a swing. I would like to take the opportunity to thank
all those who helped to make them both a success.

WENDY WRIGHT.

THE FIELD CLUB

Members studying fungi have accomplished some interesting and
useful work, despite poor weather conditions, which have hampered the
flora study group even more, compelling them to spend more time in
the laboratory studying theory and drawing floral diagrams. The agri-
cultural group have spent much time reading articles of relevant interest.

The mammalian study group this term lost the services of one of its
members, whose work is being done by our treasurer. The carcase of
the badger should soon be cleaned, and the skeleton is in course of pre-
paration. This work was started last December, the body being boiled
wholesale, the meat removed and the bones bleached in hydrogen
peroxide and dried in alcohol. Unfortunately photographs taken before
half term could not be printed owing to faulty film.

D. SHEPPARD.
DRAMATIC SOCIETY
President : D. E. Sale. Secretary: S. M. Wiles.
Social Secretary: M. P. Thomas. Treasurer: A. C. W. Jones.

This term the meetings have continued successfully. We have read
several plays, including “The Importance of Being Earnest” and
“Androcles and the Lion.”

One of the most enjoyable meetings was spent playing the game
charades. All the members of the society joined in, and the most amusing
group included Mills, Jones, Harris, Danks and Beston.

Another week was spent in performing mimes. This was interrupted
by the Photographic Society, who came to take the society’s photograph.

We have decided that it will not be possible to produce a play on a
large scale until the Autumn Term. We may, however, be able to pro-
duce a play for certain members of the School.

SHEILA M. WILES.

THE CHESS CLUB

For the first half of this term the Chess Club has been supervised
by Mr. Oldham, in the absence of Mr. Thornton. In the league, the
leaders are Chambers, Fridman, Curnock and Stallard, while in the ladder
Curnock leads from Brand and Fridman. The final of last term’s knock-
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out competition was won by Wyatt, who beat Fridman. In the Summer

Term we hope to arrange a chess competition with the Sixth Form.
Last term the club bought four new sets and boards with the money

from subscriptions. D. CHAMBERS.

AEROMODELLING CLUB

Various models are being attempted : solid, rubber-powered, and a
glider. One petrol-motor was not very successful; after many attempts
a short flight was made with rather disastrous results. One or two
successful gliders have made a brief appearance, later to be recovered
and restored for further brief appearances. The members continue to
construct from various kits, and hope to be more successful as their
experience grows.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
This term we have concentrated on obtaining better results. The
new members have also started to work by themselves.

We visited several of the other societies and experimented with flash
photography. M. J. ROUSE.

SCOUTS

We were sorry to lose T. W. Banfield, the late Troop Leader, and
Edwards, who both left at Christmas.

This term has been occupied mainly in learning various things such
as map reading and making use of them in cutdoor activities. We hope
to continue with this work next term and increase the number of Second
Class Scouts.

This year the Scout Cup was presented to Patrol Leader A. E. Hop-
kins, of the Panther Patrol. A.EH.

FOOTBALL
1st XI Captain: Rouse. Under-15 Capiain: Chambers.
Several matches this term had to be cancelled because of weather.
8o far, each side has only played once.
The Ist XI have five more matches to play, and the Under-15 XI

four more matches.

RESULTS
A.G.S. 1st XTI ». King's Norton G.S. (home), lost, 2—3.
A.G.S. Under-15 XI v, Lodge Farm S.M.S. (away), drawn, 2—2.

M. J. ROUSE, Hon. Secretary.

HOCKEY
Captain: M. Norden.

The bad weather conditions during this term have caused a number
of cancellations. We have so far managed to play only two matches.
The teams have improved with practice, and the 1st XI has had three
victories. The forwards have been working together well, and in our
match against Worcester this was particularly obvious. ]111 Burford has
made crood back passes from the goal line to the inner and centre forward
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who have scored goals in this manner. Barbara Jones has also scored
good, hard goals from the left. Many of the shots, however, still
go off course and miss the goal. The half-backs find it rather trying and
very exhausting running from one end of the pitch to the other, retrieving
the ball from our goal circle, and backing the forwards up around the
opposing circle,

The 2nd XTI still need to speed their game up, and probably the
necessary goals would then be scored.

On March 8th, Miss Daykin arranged for a party of girls to attend
the match at Wembley between England and Scotland.

The Ist XI is also entering the Warwickshire Hockey Trials later in
the season, and we hope to be as successful as last year, when we reached
the semi-finals.

The 1st XI has been represented by I. Goward, C. Baylis, R. Patter-
son, J. Pirie, J. Bullock, M. Norden, G. Clews, B. Jones, J. Holt, M.
Wilks, M. Millward, J. Burford, G. Draycott.

The 2nd XI has been represented by S. Sheppard, K. Hartwell, P.
Ison, J. Pirie, R. Wright, E. Ison, E. Coveney, S. Ingram, W. Wrwht I
Prowlm M. Hemmmcr G. Draycott M. Jordan, L. Smith.

RESULTS
A.G.S. 1st XI v. Worcester Grammar School (away), won, 4—2.
v. Stourbridge C.H.S. (away), lost, 0—7.
A.G.S. 2nd XI v Worcester Grammar School (away). lost, 1—

. ) . Stourbridge C.H.S. (away), lcst, 0—7. M NORDEN.

NETBALL

Our practices this term have been played at a faster pace under the
new rules. We have not enforced the new rules in a school match as
our only match this term, against Studley College, was played under the
old rules. It was a very even game, resulting in a win for us, the final
score being 18-17.

Unfortunately, we were not able to attend the netball tournament
on March 15th, as there was a hockey tournament on the same day.

We hope to arrange more fixtures next season.

The 1st VII has been represented by M. Wilks, W. Wright, B. Jones,
C. Baylis, J. Pirie, M. Millward and J. Burford.

RESULT
A.G.S. 1st VII ». Studley College (home), won, 18—17.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESULTS
The following matches were played towards the end of last term :—

FOOTBALL
. Stratford N.F.U. (away), won, 3—1.
. Birmingham TUniversity Geographlcal Dept. (home), lost, 2—6.
. 0ld Scholars’ XI (home), won, 4—2,
Bromsgrove C.H.S. (away). lost 0—T7.
Tewkesbury G.S. (away), lost, 1—8.
. King's Norton G.S. (away), lost, 0—4.

HOCKEY
A.G.S. 1st XI v. Hugh Clopton S.M.S. (away), won, 4—3,
Vs v. Evesham [P.H.G.S. (home), lost, 1—4.
. v. Worcester G.G.S. (away), won, 3—1.
A.G.S. 2nd XI v. Hugh Clo ton S.M.S. (away), lost, 2—3.
" v. Evesham P.H.G.S. (home), lost, 2—5.
" v. Worcester G.G.S. (away), lost, 0—1.

A.G.S. 1st XI

ceeces
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